Spanish III Honors Syllabus
2010-2011 año escolar
Maestro: Sr. Huller
Email:  jay.huller@cherokee.k12.ga.us
Voice Mail: 770-479-8421 x422 (EMAIL is encouraged)
Web Site:  http://www.jayhuller.com 
Progress Report Dates:
Aug. 31, 2010; November 10, 2010; Feb 4, 2011; and April 26, 2011


Report card dates: 
October 15, 2010; January 7, 2011, March 23, 2011; final will be mailed.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
In Spanish III Honors we will strive to attain better communication skills, both written and oral, as well as a better understanding and fluency of the Spanish language and culture.  We will study the language, culture, geography, and history of the Spanish- speaking world.  You will complete numerous projects and participate in a year-long project called “Casi Bajo Control.”  Given the nature of this class, you will be challenged constantly to produce clear and proper Spanish in class.  You will be exposed to more rigorous literature pieces than a typical Spanish III class.
MATERIALS: (All Required, except #2 which is HIGHLY ENCOURAGED)

1. Spanish III Textbook (Replacement value is approximately $55.41, so keep an eye on it).  You may NOT keep textbooks or workbooks in my room.  I will let you know at the beginning of each week when you will need to bring your book to class.

2. ***********501 Spanish Verbs************** ---($11.55 at Amazon.com on 7-24-10---GET EITHER 6TH EDITION OR 7TH EDITION WITH YELLOW COVER) will help you EXCEL in this class. This is a must-have resource for any student who is serious about learning verb conjugation well.  You will bring this book to class each day.  You can look for a used copy at Amazon as well, just be sure it is in good shape.  You can get a used copy for about $6.00.  Put your name all along the edges of the book because some people might want to “borrow” yours.

3. *Flash Drive –2 GB or larger (approximate cost is $10.00)*

4. A 1-inch 3-ring binder with tabbed dividers.  You must bring this 3-ring binder to class each day.  I will make sporadic checks of your binder to make sure you are keeping your materials organized.

5. A Spanish dictionary for use at home (Available at Wal-Mart for around $5.00)

6. Computer headphones or ear-buds (ones you would use with an IPOD or MP3 player)

7. (7) Seven 3-prong folders.  Bring these to class.  DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THEM.  TRY TO BUY SEVEN DIFFERENT COLORS.  I will keep the folders and pass them out to you as they are needed.  Generally Wal-Mart and Target run sales at the beginning of school and a folder is usually .10 or .15.

8. Something to write with EACH DAY of class.

*You must have a Flash Drive for this course.  We integrate technology throughout the school year and you will complete several projects that may require you to transfer files back and forth using a flash drive.  Recently, flash drives have become very affordable.  You will probably use your flash drive for other classes here at Cherokee, so it is a good investment.  I would suggest one that has a neck strap so that you can keep up with it easily.  Please AVOID the SANDISK brand as we have found that sometimes they are incompatible with the computers at Cherokee.

 TEXT: 
We will be using the En Español textbook this year.  Please bring the textbook and workbook to class as instructed.  This textbook has an approximate replacement value of $55.41.   

FORMAT: 
Class periods will be used to develop reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills in Spanish.  Class will consist of direct instruction, group and pair work, listening, speaking and vocabulary activities, compositions, projects, and discussions using the target language with an emphasis on practical uses of Spanish.

Quizzes will be given over vocabulary and individual grammar points covered.  Chapter tests (counting as 2 quiz grades) will be given at the close of a unit.

Homework will be stapled into a weekly packet and turned in the last day of each week.  Homework assignments will be distributed at the beginning of each week and will be posted on the class web site.  Homework more than 2 days late will not be accepted late unless you were absent during the week.  Each packet will be arranged in a specific order and will include all of the homework with the calendar stapled on top.  Late packets will have points deducted (10% for 1 day and 20% for 2 days).  In addition, I will deduct 10% from your assignment if you fail to write your name on the calendar.  I generally have over 150 students and it is very time consuming to shuffle papers back and forth in order to determine who they belong to.  Please write your name on your homework calendar IMMEDIATLEY once it is given to you.  Students who have been absent on the day that packets are due will have up to 1 extra week to turn in their packet, depending on how many days they missed.  You may receive a “0” on the assignment until it is made-up.  Please be aware that I may put a “0” in the grade book on the day an assignment is due, if you have not turned it in due to an absence or negligence.  When the assignment is turned in, I will grade it accordingly and adjust the grade in the grade book.
PUNTOS: 
The “puntos” are daily points that students receive for participating in class each day.  At the end of each 2-week period, students will turn in their puntos for the 2-week window.  Students will be required to earn a specific number of puntos during each 2-week timeframe.  Any puntos over the maximum possible will be used to earn coupon prizes that can be redeemed during the year.  Students who fail to turn in the required amount of puntos will receive a deduction of their puntos grade.  Students will be able to earn puntos by answering questions in class, speaking to me in the hallway in Spanish, or otherwise demonstrating an interest and capacity for the language.  Please realize that learning Spanish is a cumulative process.  You MUST practice in order to retain and grow your skills.  The puntos are one method to ensure that you continue to practice and participate in class.
GRADING SYSTEM:
Grades for this course will be computed as followed: 

· Midterm/ Semester Exams:  15%
· Tests, Quizzes and Projects:  65%
· Homework Packets/ Daily Grades/ Puntos: 20%

Honesty and integrity are expected of all students.  Plagiarism and/or any type of cheating will result in a zero on the assignment and possible punitive action. 

ABSENCE: 
Students must make up all missed work due to absence in accordance with Cherokee County Board Policy.  Missed quizzes and tests must be made up before or after school.  It is your responsibility to schedule make-up tests with me.  All quizzes and tests must be made-up within 10 days of an absence.  The students’ grade on the assignment will be a zero until it has been made up. 

CLASS RULES:
1.)      All rules in the Student handbook/agenda will be enforced as stated in that handbook.

2.)      Students are to be in their seats before the tardy bell rings.

3.)      Do not lay your head on the desk.

4.)      Students are to have textbook (on days required), workbook, (as instructed) notebook, 501 Spanish verbs, paper, and a writing utensil with them every day.

5.)      No writing on desks, walls, or bulletin boards.

6.)      No social notes are to be written or passed during class.

7.)      Passes are issued for trips out of class.  We have good proximity to restrooms from my classroom.  I will allow you to use the restroom as needed unless I detect that you are abusing the privilege.  If there is a medical issue, please discuss it with me.

8.)      No one is to disturb the learning environment.

9.)      Detention will be assigned for failure to comply with these rules.

10.)    With the exception of water, no food or drink is allowed in the classroom (occasional exceptions to this rule will be made.)
CELL PHONES

      We have a strict policy regarding phones in school.  When you get to school, turn the ringer off and do not look at the phone during the school day.  If I see you have your phone out, I will write you up and your phone will be turned in to an administrator.  Please see the discipline handout regarding the sequence of punishment that is provided for cell phone violations.

INTERNET and Technology Use Information:
Sr. Huller’s classes will utilize technology throughout the year to discover new ways to learn Spanish.  We will use online learning games, webquests, microphones, and perhaps even video cameras to bring the language alive.  By signing below, you agree to use and take care of all technology that you utilize.  In addition, you authorize Sr. Huller to use your work and perhaps images of you to demonstrate to others how a project should be completed.
Please complete the following information and return to Sr. Huller as soon as possible.
I understand that I will follow the rules and guidelines outlined above.
------------------------------------------------
Syllabus Acknowledgement

Student Name: _________________________    Period #: _______________Date: _________________________
Student Signature: __________________________  Parent or Guardian Name: _________________________
Parent or Guardian Signature: __________________________


*****Email address: _____________________________________ (if you wish to receive our monthly email newsletter with contests, class information, etc.  List as many addresses as you would like—use space below.)  Your email address will only be stored in Sr. Huller’s website database.  You will NOT receive SPAM from me.
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